
MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST CONTINUATION SHEET Property Name: St. Matthew's Church 
U.S. 301 SOUTH CORRIDOR TRANSPORTATION STUDY Survey No.: CH-186 ( P A e S C I / / ) -

Property Address 10577 Charles Street, La Plata, Charles County 
Owner Name/Address Trustees of St. Matthew's Church, La Plata, MP 

Year Built circa 1880 

Description: 

The St. Matthew's Church was previously surveyed by the Maryland Historical Trust; the date of the survey is unknown. Since 
the time of the previous survey there have been no changes to the property. 

National Register Evaluation: 

St. Matthew's Church, constructed circa 1880, was previously surveyed by the Maryland Historical Trust. The property is 
eligible for the National Register under Criterion A, as a representative example of an historic 19th century African-American 
church in continuous use. The church represents a continuum of religious and community activity for the local African-
American community since the late nineteenth century, and the congregation is one of the few remaining African-American 
congregations in its original building in the area. Historic research indicates that the property has no association with persons 
who have made specific contributions to history, and therefore, it does not meet Criterion B. The church is not eligible under 
Criterion C, as it is an undistinctive example of a rural church and it has experienced a loss of historic siding materials. In 
addition, the installation of adhesive applied veneer brick has introduced an architectural element out of character with the 
original design. Finally, the structure has no known potential to yield important information, and therefore, is not eligible 
under Criterion D. The associated cemetery does not meet Criteria Consideration D, as historic research indicates that the 
site does not contain graves of persons of transcendent importance, nor does it contain grave markers of distinctive design. 
In addition, the site has no association with historic events or broad patterns of history and has no potential to yield important 
information. 

Verbal Boundary Description and Justification: 

The National Register boundaries of St. Matthew's Church follow the current property lines of the property on 10577 Charles 
Street (Charles County Tax Map 44, Parcel 237). This approximately 0.07 hectare (0.17 acre) parcel is bounded on the north, 
south, and west by adjacent tax parcels and on the east by Charles Street. The boundary includes the church and the non-
contributing cemetery. 

MHT CONCURRENCE: 
Eligibility X recommended not recommended 
Criteria X A B C D Considerations A B C D E F G None 
Comments: 

Suzanne Pickens 07/21/1997 
Reviewer, Office of Preservation Services Date Reviewer, NR program \ Date 

Preparer: 
P.AC. Spero & Company 
September 1996 
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Property Address 10577 Charles Street, La Plata, Charles County 
Owner Name/Address Trustees of St, Matthew's Church, La Plata, MP 

Year Built circa 1880 

Description: 

The St. Matthew's Church was previously surveyed by the Maryland Historical Trust; the date of the survey is unknown. Since 
the time of the previous survey there have been no changes to the property. 

National Register Evaluation: 

St. Matthew's Church, constructed circa 1880, was previously surveyed by the Maryland Historical Trust. The property is 
eligible for the National Register under Criterion A, as a representative example of an historic 19th century African-American 
church in continuous use. The church represents a continuum of religious and community activity for the local African-
American community since the late nineteenth century, and the congregation is one of the few remaining African-American 
congregations in its original building in the area. Historic research indicates that the property has no association with persons 
who have made specific contributions to history, and therefore, it does not meet Criterion B. The church is not eligible under 
Criterion C, as it is an undistinctive example of a rural church and it has experienced a loss of historic siding materials. In 
addition, the installation of adhesive applied veneer brick has introduced an architectural element out of character with the 
original design. Finally, the structure has no known potential to yield important information, and therefore, is not eligible 
under Criterion D. The associated cemetery does not meet Criteria Consideration D, as historic research indicates that the 
site does not contain graves of persons of transcendent importance, nor does it contain grave markers of distinctive design. 
In addition, the site has no association with historic events or broad patterns of history and has no potential to yield important 
information. 

Verbal Boundary Description and Justification: 

The National Register boundaries of St. Matthew's Church follow the current property lines of the property on 10577 Charles 
Street (Charles County Tax Map 44, Parcel 237). This approximately 0.07 hectare (0.17 acre) parcel is bounded on the north, 
south, and west by adjacent tax parcels and on the east by Charles Street. The boundary includes the church and the non-
contributing cemetery. 

MHT CONCURRENCE: 
Eligibility recommended not recommended 
Criteria A B C D Considerations B C D E F G None 
Comments: 

Reviewer, Office orPTeservatioj* Services Date Reviewer, NR program Date 

Preparer: 
P.A.C. Spero & Company 
September 1996 
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Property Address 10577 Charles Street, La Plata, Charles County 
Owner Name/Address Trustees of St. Matthew's Church, La Plata, MP 

Year Built circa 1880 
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